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Furman REPORTS
Jonathan C. Brown, Jr. ’42, July 12, 
Greenville.  He was pastor of Holly Hill (S.C.) 
Baptist Church from 1946 to 1948, when 
he became a chaplain in the U.S. Navy.  He 
went on to serve with the U.S. Marines in 
both the Korean and Vietnamese con"icts, 
rising to the rank of commander.  He 
retired from the military and served two 
pastorates in Saluda County, S.C.
Elizabeth McMahan Campbell ’42, 
June 4, Flat Rock, N.C.  She worked as a 
surgical nurse at Palmetto Health Baptist 
Hospital in Easley, S.C.
Geraldine Atkinson Moore ’42, July 
18, Kingsport, Tenn.  A standout tennis 
player and musician at Furman, she went 
on to enter the U.S. Navy as a WAVE.  She 
was assigned to the Charleston (S.C.) Navy 
Yard as a communications of!cer and later 
served at Hunters Point Naval Shipyard in 
San Francisco.  After the war she worked at 
Tennessee Eastman in Kingsport and was a 
church musician.
Frances Lancaster Pearson ’43,
August 11, Woodruff, S.C.  She taught 
at Woodruff High School for 20 years 
and was a “Pink Lady” at B.J. Workman 
Memorial Hospital.  
Woodrow Pinson ’43, February 21, 
Orlando, Fla.  He was a minister at Baptist 
churches in Kentucky, Tennessee, South 
Carolina and Illinois before retiring in 1979.  
He then went into mission work and served 
as an interim pastor in the Orlando area.  
He was moderator for the Greater Orlando 
Association and served on the annuity 
board for the denomination.
Dewey Proctor ’43, July 2, Mullins, S.C.  
He was a standout running back for the 
Furman football team and a two-time all-
state player who was named All-Southern 
in 1942.  He played in the Blue-Gray game 
and was voted Most Valuable Player in the 
annual Carolinas Bowl Game.  He played 
football with U.S. Navy teams for three 
years after graduating from Furman, 
including a stint overseas with an all-star 
team.  He went on to play professionally 
with the New York Yankees and Chicago 
Rockets.  After his football career ended 
in 1949, he served for 26 years as chief 
of police in Mullins.  He was inducted into 
Furman’s Athletic Hall of Fame in 1982.
Carolyn Montgomery Moser ’44, 
April 17, Satellite Beach, Fla.
Mary Alice Bolen Slaton ’44, June 20, 
Plain!eld, Ind.  She was an educator, 
having taught at Plain!eld High School
and retired from Shortridge High.
Thomas O. Hall, Jr. ’45, July 20, 
Florence, S.C.  He began his career at 
Union University in Jackson, Tenn., before 
joining the faculty at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary as an assistant 
professor of Old Testament Studies.  
He eventually moved to Richmond, Va., 
where he became a professor at what 
is now Virginia Commonwealth University.  
At VCU he helped develop both the 
Department of Philosophy and Religious 
Studies, which he chaired for 17 years, and 
an honors program.  He received the 
Outstanding Faculty of the Year Award 
from the Virginia State Council of Higher 
Education.  He also received the university’s 
Distinguished Service Award and was listed 
in Who’s Who in America and Outstanding 
Educators of America.
Gettis D. Wood ’45, July 17, Columbia, 
S.C.  He served in the U.S. Navy during 
World War II and was in the Naval Reserve 
until 1958.  He joined the staff of First 
National Bank of South Carolina in 1949 
and spent his professional career with that 
institution and its successors, South 
Carolina National Bank and Wachovia 
National Bank.  He rose to senior vice 
president and head of the statewide Credit 
and Investment Division, and was named 
director emeritus of Wachovia upon his 
retirement.  He was active in community 
and professional organizations, including 
the Sertoma Club, the Columbia chapter 
of the American Institute of Banking, 
and the Richland-Lexington Commission 
for Technical Education.  He was a 
commissioner of the South Carolina 
Department of Mental Health and was 
active with the United Way of the 
Midlands.  He was on the board of the 
Greater Columbia Chamber of Commerce 
and the chamber’s Committee of 100 for 
industrial development.  He was also 
controller of the building committee for
the Columbia Museum of Arts and was a 
member of Furman’s Advisory Council.
Virginia Hester Cochran ’46, August 
20, Greenville.  
Rosa Elizabeth Bridgeman Jones ’46, 
June 10, Spartanburg, S.C.  She worked 
for more than 40 years with the U.S. Postal 
Service in three South Carolina towns.  She 
was also employed by the S.C. Shirt Factory 
and S.C. Mills and was a member of the 
Pilot Club of Spartanburg, the National 
Association of Postmasters and the 
National League of Postmasters.  For many 
years she served as editor of The 
Sandlapper, the League magazine.
Charles James Fuller Manly, Jr. ’48, 
June 29, Greenville.  He was a U.S. Air 
Force veteran of World War II and also 
served in the Korean War.  He was 
employed by J.P. Stevens from 1948 until 
1982.  He was a Mason and a member of 
Hejaz Tribe. 
John Lawrence Neville ’48, July 9, 
West Union, S.C.  He was a merchant and 
was for many years a volunteer !reman.  
He served several terms on the West Union 
Town Council and was a U.S. Navy veteran.
Edwin R. Quattlebaum ’48, June 4, 
Laurens, S.C.  He was a retired Baptist 
minister, having served churches in 
Alabama, Mississippi and South Carolina, 
and was director of missions for Welsh 
Neck Baptist Association in Hartsville, S.C..  
He was a member of the Civitans of 
Hartsville and was one of the founders 
of Raceway Ministries.
H. TED DAVIS, TEACHER AND SCHOLAR .................................................................................................................................................
When H. Ted Davis ’59 died May 17 at the age 
of 71, his friends and colleagues at the University 
of Minnesota, where he spent his academic career, 
could not say enough about his contributions to the 
institution.
Minnesota president Robert H. Bruininks 
described Davis as “an extraordinary scholar, a revered 
teacher, and a sage leader who served the [university] 
and the !eld of chemical engineering and materials 
science with remarkable distinction.”
After graduating from Furman with a degree 
in chemistry, Davis earned his Ph.D. from the 
University of Chicago in 1962.  He joined the faculty 
at Minnesota in 1963 and over the next 46 years  
served in a variety of roles, among them chair of the 
Department of Chemical Engineering and Materials 
Science, dean of the Institute of Technology (College 
of Engineering, Physical Sciences and Mathematics) 
and, at his death, director of the Biotechnology 
Institute, where he helped to raise the pro!le of the 
university’s research in such areas as biofuels and 
renewable energy.
As department head he was widely admired for 
his management skills and gracious manner, and he 
was credited with building the program into one of 
the nation’s best.  As dean he was instrumental in 
developing and expanding new programs in biomedical 
engineering, computer engineering and other areas.
Frank Bates, current chemical engineering 
department head, said that in his role as dean 
Davis “brought a terri!c combination of respect 
for excellence and collegiality to a complicated and 
diverse faculty in an era when everybody talks about 
interdisciplinarity but few know what it is.  He’s not 
just a great faculty member and a great dean, he’s 
a great man.”
Davis was elected to the National Academy 
of Engineering in 1988, and in 1997 he was named 
a Regents Professor, the university’s highest 
recognition for faculty excellence.  In 2008 he was 
a member of the !rst class of inductees into the 
Minnesota Science and Technology Hall of Fame.  
He was author or co-author of three textbooks 
and hundreds of research papers.
Davis was highly regarded for his genuine 
warmth, sense of humor, fairness and enthusiasm 
for teaching and research.  His wife, Kathy, told 
the Minneapolis Star Tribune, “For him, work 
was like play.” 
Furman recognized Davis’ contributions to 
academia in 1985 when it elected him an honorary 
member of the university’s Gamma chapter of Phi 
Beta Kappa, the nation’s leading academic society.
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Paul Alvin Stephens ’49, July 22, 
Campobello, S.C.  A U.S. Army veteran 
of World War II, he served in !ve battles 
and campaigns and was decorated with 
!ve Bronze Stars for his service in the 
European, African and Mediterranean 
theaters.  He went on to pastor several 
Baptist churches and organized Jackson 
Memorial Baptist Church in Campobello, 
which he served as pastor emeritus.
Angel Pablo Aguilera ’50, July 8, 2008, 
Sarasota, Fla.  He was a retired educator, 
having taught in Florida, Georgia and 
Mexico, and was active in mission work.
Charles Saylors ’50, June 7, Greenville.  
He joined the U.S. Navy after high school 
and served in various locations during 
World War II.  He was a retired salesman 
for Grant Textiles.  He was a past master 
of Wade Hampton Masonic Lodge, past 
captain of the Hejaz Marching Patrol, and 
past president of the South Atlantic and 
Southeastern Shrine Patrol associations.  
He was a former executive committee 
member for Hejaz Temple, as well as a 
member of 12 Shrine Temples throughout 
North America.  He was also a member of 
the American Legion.
Betty McSwain Knox ’51, July 7, 
Atlanta.  She was an elementary school 
teacher and was active in community 
outreach programs.  She was a hostess 
at Intown Community Assistance, which 
supplied food, clothing and small 
household items to those in need.  She 
was a member of the volunteer staff of 
the Bond Community Star newspaper 
from 1974 until 1998.
William Clyde Bates ’52, August 9, 
Greenville.  He was a U.S. Army veteran 
and a retired accountant. 
Betty Marshall Bedenbaugh ’52, June 
11, Greenville.  She and her late husband 
were retired Southern Baptist missionaries 
to Tanzania.  She was an active member 
of the Greenville Lions Club.
Caroline Sligh Dargan ’52, August 17, 
Myrtle Beach, S.C.  She was the !rst 
woman ordained a deacon in the history
of First Presbyterian Church of Myrtle 
Beach.
J. Wesley Drawdy, Sr. ’52, July 5, 
Cherryville, N.C.  He served with the 
Merchant Marines and was selected for 
Of!cer Candidate School.  He eventually 
served as a ship’s second of!cer.  After his 
military service he attended law school and 
went on to practice for several decades 
in Columbia, S.C.  He was a member 
of numerous social, literary, benevolent 
and scienti!c organizations.
Dick Campbell ’53, June 9, Halls, Tenn.  
He coached basketball on the high school 
and college levels for many years, with 
college stints at North Greenville Junior 
College (now University), Carson-Newman, 
The Citadel, Xavier University and Belmont 
College.  He was a member of the Greater 
Knoxville (Tenn.) Sports Hall of Fame and 
of the athletic halls of fame at North 
Greenville and Carson-Newman.
Henry H. Smith, Jr. ’53, June 22, 
Columbia, S.C.  He had a 20-year military 
career with the U.S. Army and was a 
master aviator whose assignments included 
tours of duty in Korea and Vietnam.  
44   FURMAN | FALL 2009 FURMAN | FALL 2009    45
